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Since the reform and opening up policy, the living standard of rural residents has been 
improved and enhanced generally, with the development of the national economy. 
However, what can not be ignored is the issue that the income inequality among rural 
residents in various regions of China is gradually emerging. The income gap problem 
which has caused strong repercussions in society soon became the focus of attention.  
 
Divided into six parts, this article mainly deals with quantitative research on the 
income gap between rural residents and analysis of the main reasons for the gap, as 
well as feasible proposal for the comprehensive and coordinated development of the 
rural areas.  
 
In this article, the first part is the introduction which points out the goals and tasks of 
this article; the second part reviews the relevant literature at home and abroad and 
gives a summary; the third part is the analysis of the situation of income gap in the 
rural regions since the reform and opening up policy, also the economic and social 
influences of the expanding income gap is further discussed; part IV has empirically 
analyzed the causes of income gap between rural residents in different regions of our 
country; the fifth part is the recommendations section of this article, in which 
suggestion such as developing agriculture in line with local conditions、optimizing the 
agricultural structure and improving the income of local urban residents has been 
given to promote the comprehensive, coordinated and sustainable development of the 
rural areas. 
 
At the critical period to promote new rural construction currently, it’s of great 
theoretical and practical significance for China to grasp the situation of the income 
gap between rural areas accurately、analyze the causes and impact of income disparity 
of rural residents rationally and seek measures to solve this issue actively. 
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① 根据《1990 年国家统计年鉴》、《2007 年国家统计年鉴》计算 
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